Joint Data Synchronization Working Group Minutes

Meeting Date: 28 August 2003


Facilitator:  Bill Martinous
Recorder: Marcia Peck 
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	Mr. Rocky Henemyer
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	Mr. Bill Martinous
	Contractor
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	ha40022@dscp.dla.mil
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	AmerInd, Inc
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Agenda: Mr. Bill Martinous called the Joint Data Synchronization Working Group teleconference to order at 1:00 PM.

Ms. Kathy Garvin opened the meeting with an update of the CHeS meeting held in Chicago to discuss the Product Data Utility (PDU) and to get buy-in from industry on the usefulness of the concept.  Ms. Garvin reported that between 30 and 50 people attended the conference and that there was general acceptance of the concept.  However, there were many different views on how to implement such a product and there will be many ongoing meetings to discuss the issues.  Becton Dickinson, Inc. has agreed to work with the Department of Defense (DoD) to assist in Data Synchronization.  They will meet with COL Buchwald on 30 September 2003 to discuss their support.

Next Ms. Garvin discussed the meeting that was held with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) on 13 August 2003.  The focus of that meeting was coordination between DSCP and VA to create one joint medical catalog.  Mr. John Blankenship and Mr. George Patterson viewed DSCP’s new product MECA Online and they are interested in the possibility of using it as the basis for the VA Web-based catalog.

Finally, Ms. Garvin indicated that Ms. Debra Johnson of Veterans Health Affairs (VHA) is very interested in joining the CHeS Board.  Ms. Johnson may be assuming responsibility for the National Item File (NIF).  Ms. Garvin indicated that she would be a great addition to the CHeS board. 

Next, Mr. Martinous asked for approval of the minutes of the last meeting of 30 July 2003.  Hearing no objections, the minutes were approved and will be posted to the Joint Data Synchronization website.

The next agenda topic was the status of the DoD/DVA funding for the Bob Stump Act.  Mr. Blankenship indicated that Mr. Patterson presented the proposal document for a joint DoD/VA project to his senior staff for review.  Mr. Blankenship will also show the proposal to Ms. Johnson and ask for her sponsorship of the proposed project.  Mr. Blankenship indicated that the money was due to be available by 1 October 2003.

Ms. Garvin gave the group an update on meetings and conversations held with Cardinal Health relating to Data Synchronization.  A follow-on teleconference will be held during the week of September 2nd 2003 to further discuss their involvement in our data synchronization projects.  Cardinal has requested that all requirements and contacts be centralized with only one focal point.  DSCP shall be that focal point for all DoD projects.

Next, Mr. John Clarke discussed Owens & Minor’s (O & M) retrieval capabilities for data synchronization users.  He indicated that Mr. Dan Stoller was the expert on O & M’s business intelligence capabilities.  O & M has a data warehouse with a catalog master that includes distribution center data and pricing data.  They use Business Objects as their query tool.  Mr. Clarke suggested that we could have someone create queries to extract all the data needed for our projects and then we could download the result set whenever needed without relying on O & M to do it for us.  He suggested that we could extract our CDMIA consumption data using this capability.

Ms. Emily Baigis gave an update on the Medical Supplier Directory.  There are currently 8,000 standard names and 30,000 synonyms mapped to them.  Although there are plans to including mappings to the data in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR), no progress has been made on that task due to resource constraints.  The emphasis at this time is on the standardization of supplier names within all DSCP systems, especially within the various applications that comprise CDMIA.  The target completion is the end of December 2003.

Ms. Garvin asked Mr. Rocky Henemyer of JMLFDC how the Universal Data Repository (UDR) would be affected once the DSCP standardization was completed but he was bumped from the teleconference and could not respond.  Ms. Garvin will e-mail the question to him. 

As all updates had been completed, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 PM.  The next meeting will be held in Philadelphia on 2 October 2003.  Ms. Garvin suggested that one of the items on the agenda should be a discussion on how to implement standard names into the systems at all participating facilities.  Any other proposed agenda items should be sent to Mr. Martinous.  An agenda and meeting details will be sent to all participants once the details are confirmed.  
.
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