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* Attendees participating via teleconference

LT Ron David opened the meeting by welcoming all the attendees and providing a background to discuss the purpose of this meeting.  At the Joint Data Synchronization meeting held19 Feb 04, it was thought that the System Change Request (SCR) to have the common manufacturer name in the UDR, originally scheduled to be implemented in February’s Release 123, had been moved to Release 124, which is scheduled for Nov 04.  COL Buchwald was concerned that the date slipped to November 2004 with no clear answer to him as to why the date slipped.  It was decided that more information/discussion was needed with Mr. Rocky Henemyer at JMLFDC and key individuals at DLIS needed to convene as soon as possible to resolve the SCR’s current status and to identify what possible actions that can be taken in the interim to get the common manufacturer name into retail systems.  The purpose of this meeting is to determine why the date slipped and determine if it is possible to move the implementation date up per COL Buchwald's instructions, or identify an interim solution(s).

Mr. Rocky Henemyer told the group that there are 3 SCRs currently pending implementation.  

SCR 15028 – DB Changes necessary to support Commercial GPO contracts, 

SCR 20794 – DB Changes necessary to support DMLSS-W Data Synch

SCR 21752 – IM/Catalog Cross reference map and part number field

A copy of the SCRs and the detail relating to them was distributed to all attendees.  These SCRs are scheduled for Release 124, which is to be implemented during Oct or Nov 04.  

Everyone reviewed the SCRs and agreed that SCR 20794, DB Changes necessary to support DMLSS-W Data Synch, is the SCR they need to have implemented.  SCR 20794 expands the manufacturer name to 40 characteristics and includes a drop down functionality in retail along with self-correcting capability.  It was initially due to be released in Jan 04 with Release 123, as Bob Larson and Joe Perez discussed.  However, it was deferred with no field date due to the Oracle conversion, which has priority.  The next build is Release 24, which is scheduled for release in Oct/Nov 04.  The DSCP MSD name table would be incorporated.  Any changes to the releases must go through COL Erickson.

Mr. Bobby Cole told the group there needs to be a spin-off SCR to take data coming in to DMLSS and create a table of local names that will allow free text entry, but not contaminate the common manufacturer table.  This table would work with a drop down menu of naming choices before allowing a site to enter free text.  

Ms. Becki Monroe was asked what DLIS had done with the text file DSCP provided, and she indicated that nothing had been done with the file thus far.  DLIS (UDR) is ready to begin testing and JMLFDC (DMLSS-R) is expecting test files in March 2004.  
She told the group DLIS is working off of the JMLFDC SCRs and the MEDLIFE 3.0 document sent out by Ms. Celeste Morris, DSCP.  After some discussion, it was determined that DLIS and JMLFDC may not have the most current MEDLIFE document.  Ms. Morris said she would send the most current version to DLIS and JMLFDC.

John Clarke asked why DLIS needed both current DAPA name and Common Name, which caused timeline to go to November.  Ms. Monroe indicated that they do not need both.  Further discussion indicated that the requirement was a VA requirement.

Kathy Garvin said she would call John Blankenship, Department of Veteran’s Administration (DVA) to discuss the DVA’s requirements/implementation for CMN in systems development.  The issue is the VA requirement to continue to carry the "old" manufacturer name along with the common manufacturer name in redesigning MECA on-line.  Since the VA is part of the Federal team for Data Synchronization, and common manufacturer name is the first iteration DSCP is trying to standardize, it was not clear to all why DSCP would continue to populate both in the system.  This issue will be discussed at the next Federal Data Sync meeting.  

Mr. Henemyer told the group that significant database changes would need to be made to the Oracle baseline and Informix baseline to get SCR 20794, DB Changes necessary to support DMLSS-W Data Synch completed in adequate time.  JMLFDC would need to build the change, test, and deploy it.  If DLIS started testing in March, the earliest it would be finished would be June/July, fielding would then be needed, assuming the work was approved.  

John Clarke asked what would happen if common name was put in the name field.  Mr. Miles Fryar, DLIS, told the group that it would cause problems because the name field is a “key field”, and that it would create several million extra transactions (possibly a one time only occurrence).  Low material management sites may be affected.  Current data structure allows for 36 characters.  Only 17 names out of 7000 exceed 36 characters.  The 17 names could be truncated from 40 to 36, which would be a temporary solution until the SCR is implemented.  

What can be done to speed up implementation?  Can a portion of common name be implemented sooner?  Whose approval is needed to speed up implementation? The next build is Release 124, which is scheduled for release in Oct/Nov 04.  There is very little that can be done to speed things up because priority is to the Oracle Conversion.  Any changes to the releases must go through COL Erickson.  But, there was consensus that the interim solution would be to take a phase-in approach by changing the names of the 17 items with names greater than 36 characters long rather than doing a complete system change at this time.  Instead, do a partial change, inside the 36 position field, implementing common names in all the DAPA records.  Apply pull down features later.  Review the 17 exceptions and reduce to 36 or less.  All manufacturer names will be impacted.  This would affect DLIS in that it would create several million extra transactions (possibly a one time only occurrence); however, this is not a show-stopper.  Testing would occur at DLIS, but be transparent to JMLFDC.  

LT Ron David told the group he would review the 17 items with naming greater than 40 characters and determine how much it represents in sales and coordinate the change.

When asked for a timeline from DSCP to implement the interim solution, Ms. Morris and Ms. Johnson said they would need to go back to the developers and see what they can do.

Ms. Johnson asked Mr. Henemyer if he was looking at the manufacturer name only or also the vendor name/contract holder.  What is going in the MECA extract for the UDR?  She told the group DSCP would send down the manufacturer name change and also the vendor/contract name.

Mr. Henemyer told the group JMLFDC would take the following steps:

1.  Only show one name, the common manufacturer name.  Incorporate standard names from MSD.  Include all the synonyms.  Match and replace.

2.  Develop autofill/drop down capability.  This should be no problem.  JMLFDC already does this.  Need a lockdown on the MSD for the standard table and a local table for local numbers.

3.  JMLFDC will draft an interim SCR.  They will flow it out, develop screen shots and provide for review.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:20PM.  Results from this meeting will be presented by LT David at the March Joint Data Synchronization meeting.

Outstanding Action Items

	Item #
	Action
	Assigned to
	Status

	1.
	Provide DLIS and JMLFDC the latest version of Medlife document to replace 3.0X
	Ms. Celeste Morris or Ms. Leslie Johnson
	

	2.
	Call John Blankenship, DVA to discuss the DVA’s requirements/implementation for CMN in systems development.
	Ms. Kathleen Garvin
	

	3.
	Establish an Interim SCR to provide a drop down menu in DMLSS retail for local common manufacturer naming choices before allowing a site to enter free text . 
	Mr. Bobby Cole and 

Rocky Henemyer
	

	4.
	Provide the January CCB Minutes to DSCP (Kathleen Garvin)
	Bobby Cole
	

	5.
	Check to see if change to manufacturer name is an automatic update.
	
	

	6.
	Review the 17 items with naming greater than 40 characters and determine how much it represents in sales and coordinate the change.
	LT. Ron David
	

	7.
	Obtain Timelines from Developers at DSCP
	Ms. Celeste Morris or Ms. Leslie Johnson
	

	8.
	Present a summary of these findings at the next Joint Data Synchronization meeting, currently scheduled for March.
	LT. Ron David
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